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REEL 80 


LETTERBOOK SERIES (LBK-2) 
Letterbooks, LB-004 - LB-008 






Letterbook Series, 1879-1886 


Forty-one volumes comprise the letterbook series for the years 1879-1886. 
The books are divided into two setss (1) General Letterbooks and (2) Miscellaneous 
Letterbooks. 

(1) General Letterbooks . The twenty volumes in this set contain tissue 
copies of Edison's personal and business correspondence during the period 
November 1878-February 1887. Although there are occasional letters in Edison's 
hand, most of the material is in the hand of Edison's various secretaries. The books 
relate primarily to electric lighting, but they also include material about other 
inventions such as the electric pen, the electric railroad, the phonograph, the 
phonoplex, and the telephone. Selections have been filmed from ail of the books in 
this set. 

(2) Miscellaneous Letterbooks . These twenty-one volumes do not fall within 
the main run of letterbooks. Included in this set are two letterbooks containing 
copies of cable messages. The cables relate primarily to foreign electric light 
orders and to the telephone business in Great Britain. Two other letterbooks 
contain personal and business correspondence by Samuel Insull, Edison's personal 
secretary. Most of the remaining letterbooks contain correspondence and other 
documents relating to the business of the Edison Ore Milling Company, Ltd. (one 
volume); the Edison Shafting Manufacturing Company (six volumes); and the 
Thomas A. Edison Construction Department (eight volumes). In addition, there are 
two letterbooks pertaining to the development and promotion of Edison's system of 
phonoplex telegraphy and telephony. Selections have been filmed from all of the 
books with the exception of the Shafting Manufacturing Company books, which 
contain only routine correspondence relating to orders. 

The following categories of documents have not been filmed: routine letters 
of transmittal or acknowledgment; routine correspondence concerning the ordering 
and shipping of materials; routine letters about financial transactions; routine 
responses to individuals seeking employment, requesting advice, or offering advice; 
routine answers to other unsolicited inquiries; routine letters of instruction to 
canvassers or suppliers (in the Thomas A. Edison Construction Department 
letterbooks); and routine correspondence concerning orders for, and the installation 
of, Edison's phonoplex. 

Finally, some letters were not filmed because they are illegible. Although 
every technical effort has been made to ensure the legibility of the documents on 
the microfilm, some of these materials may be difficult to read because of 
spreading, smeared, or faint ink; bleedthrough; and severely wrinkled or torn pages. 

Tissue copies of outgoing correspondence can also be found in the "Edison, 
T.A. - Outgoing Correspondence" folders for 1883 and 1884 (Document File Series) 
and in the Charles Batchelor letterbooks (Special Collections Series). 







The following books comprise the Letterbook Series for 1879-1886: 

A. General Letterbooks 

1. LB-004 (November 1878-July 1879) 

2. LB-005 (July 1879-May 1880) 

3. LB-006 (May 1880-April 1881) 

4. LB-007 (January 1881-August 1882) 

5. LB-008 (March-September 1881) 

6. LB-009 (March 1881-January 1882) 

7. LB-010 (April-November 1881, June-July 1884, July 1885, July-September 1888) 

8. LB-011 (January-March 1882) 

9. LB-012 (March-May 1882) 

10. LB-013 (July 1882-November 1883) 

11. LB-014 (August-December 1882) 

12. LB-015 (December 1882-March 1883) 

13. LB-016 (October 1882, March-May 1883) 

14. LB-017 (May 1883-January 1884) 

15. LB-018 (January-October 1884) 

16. LB-019 (February 1882-December 1884) 

17. LB-020 (December 1884-September 1885) 

18. LB-021 (September 1885-March 1886) 

19. LB-022 (March-October 1886) 

20. LB-023 (October 1886-February 1887) 

B. Miscellaneous Letterbooks 

1. LM-001 Cable Book (March 1881-July 1883) 

2. LM-002 Cable Book (July 1883-March 1885) 

3. LM-003 Samuel Insull Letterbook (January 1882-November 1883) 

4. LM-004 Samuel Insull Letterbook (May 1886-April 1887) 

5. LM-005 Edison Ore Milling Co., Ltd. Letterbook (September 1881-June 1887) 

6. LM-006 Edison Shafting Mfg. Co. Letterbook (July-December 1884) NOT FILMED 

7. LM-007 Edison Shafting Mfg. Co. Letterbook (August 1884-December 1885) NOT FILMED 

8. LM-008 Edison Shafting Mfg. Co. Letterbook (October 1884-March 1885) NOT FILMED 

9. LM-009 Edison Shafting Mfg. Co. Letterbook (March-May 1885) NOT FILMED 

10. LM-010 Edison Shafting Mfg. Co. Letterbook (May-September 1885) NOT FILMED 

11. LM-011 Edison Shafting Mfg. Co. Letterbook (September 1885-January 1886) NOT FILMED 

12. LM-012 Phonoplex Letterbook (June-September 1886) 

13. LM-013 Phonoplex Letterbook (September 1886-January 1888) 

14. LM-014 Edison Construction Dept. Letterbook (June-September 1883) 

15. LM-015 Edison Construction Dept. Letterbook (September-October 1883) 

16. LM-016 Edison Construction Dept. Letterbook (October-December 1883) 

17. LM-017 Edison Construction Dept. Letterbook (December 1883-January 1884) 

18. LM-018 Edison Construction Dept. Letterbook (January-April 1884) 

19. LM-019 Edison Construction Dept. Letterbook (April-June 1884) 

20. LM-020 Edison Construction Dept. Letterbook (June-September 1884) 

21. LM-021 Edison Construction Dept. Letterbook (January-August 1884) 





Letterbook, LB-004 


This letterbook covers the period November 1878-3uly 1879. Most of the 
correspondence is by Edison and is in the hand of William Carman or Stockton L. 
Griffin, acting as Edison's secretary. The book contains material relating to the 
electric pen, the typewriter, the automatic telegraph, phonograph sales, foreign 
patents, and the foreign telephone and electric light businesses. Book and journal 
orders are scattered throughout the volume. Included also are several letters to 
ore prospectors from whom Edison was seeking platinum samples. Among the 
recipients are George H. Bliss, George E. Gouraud, Theodore Puskas, William E. 
Sawyer, and Lemuel W. Serrell. The spine is labeled "1878-1879" and is stamped 
"Letters." The book contains 492 numbered pages and an index. Approximately 20 
percent of the book has been filmed. 
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Letterbook, LB-005 


This letterbook covers the period Duly 1879-May 1880. Most of the 
correspondence is by Edison and is in the hand of Stockton L. Griffin or William 
Carman, acting as Edison's secretary. The book contains correspondence relating 
to a variety of subjects. Included are letters about the electric pen, the domestic 
and foreign telephone businesses, and royalty payments for telephone and telegraph 
patents. There are a few letters pertaining to the phonograph and the electric 
railroad and a technical note about a telephone annunciator. Included also are a 
few items of correspondence concerning the death of Charles P. Edison in October 
1879 (see also D-79-014 ("Edison, T. A. - Family"), Document File Series). Among 
the recipients are Edward H. Johnson and Lemuel W. Serrell. The spine is labeled 
"1879-1880" and is stamped "Letters." The book contains 887 numbered pages and 
an index. Approximately 20 percent of the book has been filmed. 
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Letterbook, LB-006 


This letterbook covers the period May 1880-April 1881. Most of the 
correspondence is by Edison. There is also correspondence by William Carman and 
Charles L. Clarke. Most of Edison's letters are in the hand of Carman or Clarke, 
acting as Edison's secretary. The correspondence relates primarily to electric 
lighting. There are many letters about dynamos, steam engines, and bamboo 
supplies in Latin America. There is also some patent-related correspondence 
regarding assignments, fees, royalties, and litigation involving the telephone and 
multiplex telegraph. A few letters concern mining and electric railroads. Among 
the recipients are S. Bergmann & Co., Jose D. Husbands, Charles T. Porter, and 
Lemuel W. Serrell. The spine is labeled "1880-1881" and is stamped "Letters 10." 
The book contains 1,001 numbered pages and an index. Approximately 20 percent 
of the book has been filmed. 
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Letterbook, LB-007 


rnrr^Innwinlf b K k 2?"* th £u Peri< i d a , a nua<7 1881-August 1882. Most of the 
R?rharw iw n E + dls ° n - , The , re , ls correspondence by Samuel Insull and 

Richard N. Dyer. Most of Edison's letters are in the hand of Insull or John F 
n’ at i ng ? S , sec r etar y- Included is correspondence relating to 

Edisons patents, electric hghtmg in Europe, and the application of the phonograph 
° n ;lT3; J h K re cif- ^ S0 ? f. ost . estif nate for an electric railroad similar to the 
one constructed by Edison at Menlo Park. Among the recipients are the Edison 
an^h~rH mpan & l he * EdlS ° n Ele 1 ctri , c Light Company, the Edison Machine Works, 
t , - J- e Sp i" e is labeled "1881-1882" and is stamped "Private 

percent oi the booktaX^ilmL". 11 " 113 "^ P3geS ^ A PP roximat eIy 30 
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C&anftA C PonqtA ^ 

$0 wti* 

iKlq /Deo* &(jt. 

1 fiouc wtttul qowi AeaenaPfeMek*, cuttd oJoo a (uJ-of- 
'bai:<Ac\ibt*4 4b 4M 4evoiaf Compa/nte* vow fjvmvt iq In'Tcmft lb cypfttt mq AqdJm 
of 'fiq&fiMq bn £unope,^6latf of u&icQt 1am tmtiwntftf ofcfiqecj ft i/ou. 

1 ni«^ ofofoqi^e fbi not aoknouifedqtnq iftedt rteceift'fecoiPiw, 6ui-mq lorn* fia* 
bean Ao fuffq oceufted, &avt/nq (been arorftcnq fox eome tim« j9«Afr?nq&to»* iwff 
fltfc cla/q.lfiat mq o{»f<ycftimxii'e6 aifSndiVuj ft ecmneAfeondence fu&ue 6een 
0W*{ AfiqWr^ ? twffnot tiouAft qcw 6q>tef<yiritnq to Me ucw’towi ^ueoftond 

Carvnecftd Contacts, aJoavot tofncft qoa unote me a* 9 U/vdvuAamat 

cvtf-Meoe ucwictc* maflUA &uue Jteoewed oMvrJh'cm , 

^Ae to qowi enqtuniee rteqcoidonq Me u*e of qcU Cmqi/vi«4 
i)w con/neefion unJK oun Pfecthit cjenMaft^y 1 umufct Mavncovk that Ufoto Me 
pntiwdr'iim* 1 Rowe been wnodoPe ft fw\d a. qou>-emqt/ne .ouJiahte fox uA 
ft defend on cu> a epunce of pocu&i.o’i on* urfcicfi pnoduoee a/nq cavteidUnaiiA 
potuert. twM Aufjpaent eeonamq 

^ fitcmd fnom Ttin ^ahhm cund TYl/i ^ownetf a/noi 
WtJiAWi crtW “tfiatcufticft 6ao eauoed me qxeaifq ft cxmqWltfaft mqotff M<*t 
clwtPopemeytf of mq ttedatf-f.qfcftnq At+dem cm Me Conivncr-J'af £unope 
unpf be u«/tq -fonqefq wndvt yovot cxmtnof 

? -head twKft e^ww pfecu>u/te, qowi AjoeecA cal' Me 
W *** u l of qcu* 13^ Ui whicf, v/ju n penned Ac IvJndfq to me cwd mq 
WM q^iccU'fiwdfon aH4 csm/wecRim Moo flofp'.fq 
commenced o%ie ftc<u) »W<1 OiuAt U*«nff fieacfoa* cmd -Tone, cm* «md 
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Letterbook, LB-008 


This letterbook covers the period March-September 1881. Most of the 
correspondence is by Edison. There is also correspondence by Samuel Insull. Most 
of Edison's letters are in the hand of Insull, acting as Edison's secretary. The 
correspondence relates primarily to electric lighting. Included are letters 
concerning the establishment and financing of Edison's manufacturing operations, 
the lighting of Menlo Park, infringements of Edison's incandescent lamp patents, 
specifications for steam engines, and lamp orders. Other correspondence pertains 
to exhibits for the Paris Electrical Exhibition of 1881. Among the recipients are 
George F. Barker, George E. Gouraud, and Francis Upton. The front cover is 
marked "1881 Letters." The book contains 497 numbered pages and an index. 
Approximately 30 percent of the book has been filmed. 
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